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100 the Condition of the neighbouring 
a Powers, is certainly of importance 
to thoſe who conſult the Safety 


ai Hon our of G reat -B ritain, in ſupport 


of whoſe true and eſſential Intereſt, as well 


as the common Rig ghts of Mankind, you 


afe no leſs eminent for your unaffected Zeal, 


than you are for thoſe Abilities and Parts 
which have already made you an Ornament 
to the Great Council of the Na ation, and 
which in you have the peculiar Grace of 
being the carly diſtinction of your Youth. 
Of all our N eighbours there is none whoſe 
Power is more to be dreaded, and whoſe 
Faith leſs to be truſted than Fance. The 


firſt is univerſally allow'd; and as a Proof 
of the latter, whoever looks into Hiſtory 


will find this invariably true, that her 


Friendſhip, cyen under the moſt ſolemn 


. Sandtions, 


No be perfectly acquainted - with 


E £ + FE SED, 
f 75 ' \Þ 8 
Sanctions, ber ll Made uſe of as 2 Stave, 
in order to ruin thoſe by ſecret Practice and 
Fraud, whom her Arms cannot conquer. 
France then is always to be conſider as an 
Enemy, and the Conduct of Great-Britain 
' ought to be regulated accordingly. | Some 
_ occaſional Reflections of this nature put me 
upon an Inquiry into her Revenue, Ctedit, 
and Commeree; all which are highly ever- 
rated by the generality of People, particu- 
larly her Publick Revenue, which I have 
heard ſome roundly an to be above 
ten Millions Sterl. per "Annu, clear of all 
Deductions. How far this f is true will ap- 
pear by the following Account. ES 


An Account of the Revenues of Fi ace, 
in the Tears 1730, l, 2, 3. & 4. 


9 — 
The Neuere Farms 84,000, oo 
The general Receipts 43,590,000 
Receipts of the eos” cp 
| Pio Etats T 190 
Gratuitous Donations 2, 530, 13 
Caſual Revenues. - 3,000,000 


=, ons FORSos 


138,77 8,473 
Carried forward. | Ro) yal 
N. B. This Account is collected chiefly. rok a 
Book i intitled 7 ee oy ſur les Finances & le 
Commerce de la France, publiſh'd at Paris i in 1738. 
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Brought forward 138,778,473 


Royal Foreſts , g,, 
The Capri "ax 22,000,000 ũ ãñÜ 
The Regiſter of LEES... 
Contrule 16,000,000 | => | 
cr he nw 5 
Farm of To- SO o „ 
bacco - = - 3 
e 
The Total of che Gro Rene 1 14,2 7.473 


To be deducted, r 
An Allowance to 5 1 
the Forty Farmers {55s to 
General for Clerks, 5 
Travelling Charges, „ 
Cc. of — — 1,2 16 0 MET 
"=o. Expence 'of © oo 
collecting and ma. „ 2 Lay 
naging the ſeveral 

Branches of the Re- | 

venue (La Ne- 7 ; 

gie,) including the er 
Cin — ub. ts „ 
ee — — ee 


1 e 25,658, 569 
The Neat produce — * 149,619,904 


Carried forward. 1 


4 
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8 
Jores. 


The N. eat produce 3 
from the other Side ; <4 149 derer 


Further Deduttions, * 8 9 

A . . 
reſt of the Publick | * 
Debts, or, in their: '; © © 
Phraſe, the Annuities < © 

on the Hotel de 
Pill _—_—_ST. 7.7 
the Tontinet or Su-. 
SS — oo. 
according to the De- 7 
claration of the 8 
of June 1725 FT, 000,009 | 
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Salaries to the Pay- „ 
Maſters of thoſe 3 
Annuities and theiti eee 
Clerks - - - 1,500,000 OED 


. 


.F* 500, 009 


The Total remaining toan- e 3 
ſwer all the Exigencies of n 
Government - = = - - 97,119,904 

Which at Tenpence a „ 


Livre make J. 4,946, 662: I 3: 4 
Kerl. 


Carried forward. 


E755 


I te 8 Revenue 
brovght forw ard ws 


France is now poſ- 
ſeſsd of Lorraine, 


and ſuppoſing it to i 
equally tax d with the 


reſt of the Kingdom, 
it will yield a propor- 
tional Revenue of 
five Millions, five 
hundred Ta thouſand: ; 
Livres, if you con- 


ſider its Extent of 
Territory only; but 
being a new Acqui- 


ſition, and without 
Manufactures, it is 
perhaps more gently 
treated; however 1 


wil allow i it to be  $:500, 009 N 


| Upon MERRY 
ry Occaſions the King 


raiſes the Dime 


Noyale, which ac- 
cording to Monſieur 


Deſmaretz, in his 


Memorial, never pro- 
duced above 24 Mil- 


lions of Livres: 1 


will * them to 


{3 


: 


(Livres. 


97,119, 904. 


* 


bethirty = = 30,000, öÜ— e. us: 


45551. F 


LLX2.. Foie . 133,619.99 

; AI ivtes. 
Which at 10 4. Roy a pe ogg 

mae 1 Sterd. 5,525,829 16:8 
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This, Sir, is the Mö Frenevficair n 
within the Year, and that only When Her 
Ports are open, and het Navigation unmo- 
leſted. But in time of War, eſpecially with 
the Maritime Powers, there are great Defi- 
ciencies in all the Branches of the Revenue; 


and, at the ſame time Ataoſt every Article of 15 


the publick Expence is increaſed. You will 
find a remarkable Inſtance of this 1 in Mont. 
Deſinaret is Memorial, p. 17. There he 
tells you, that the general Eſtimate of the 
current Services in x709, mounted to 
11 Millions, and near five hundred thonfand 
Pounds, Sterling ; and the ordinary Revenue, 
that ſame Year, to no more than, 1,9 79,696/. 
135. Od. Sterling; tho before the Com- 
mencement of the War in 1688 it pro- 


duced, clear of all Deductions, ſeven 


Millions, and near two. handred : thou- 
land 
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(950 
fand Pounds Sterl. and at that time the 
Cuapitation Tat and Regiſter of Cyntrole 
Were n part of it: Nor was tlie Farm of 
Tobaec ſo high as it en byſererdl 


Millions of Livres. ori; Oi 5502qqen. 160W 
1 140 I. © 8K 235 1 * be is. I 


2 RYS8: ia pc Years thong, the 
; publick Revenuss fell above five Millions 
7 Srerling, ſhort of what they werebefore the 
* A INE mort 40 _ ” 
IS d ON 25 ft | 


1. 121 170 


Tu E. Lade Corll ee the 
ame Effect, and therefore if ever it is the 
ill Fate of Fr rance to ſee the united Forces of 
another Grand Alliance upon her Frontiers, 
ſhe will. ſoon find her ſelf under the ſame 
Difficulties and Diſtreſs, but with this dif- 
ference, that ſhe will have fewer Reſſources 
to depend upon for her Support. For in- 
ſtance; The Vanity of that Nation was a 
Fund from which the Government drew im- 
menſe Sums in the laſt Reign by the Sale of 
Patents of Nobility and new created Offices, 
2 ' But thoſe Offices, being the Source of intole- 

* rablc Oppreſſion to the People, were for the 
| moſt part aboliſhed, and the Unwortbineſs 
of thoſe ro whom the State in her Neceſlity 
1 | proſti- 
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proſtituted Titles ; of. Honour, brought t he 


neu Nobleſſe under à general Contempt. 


This is remember dill, and probably always 


will be ſo. The Experience therefore of 
what happened to the Purchaſers of thoſe 
Commodities in the late Reign, would cer- 
-rainly: diſcourage, if not deſtrey the Sale of 
them in the preſent, and conſequently pre- 
vent the Succeſs of any Scheme fox raiſing 
Money that way. Tho the Crown ſhould 
have no EFeds to purchaſ“ Money, yet 
Money may be procuted upon Pleages ; 
and they are either real or imaginary.” Ac- 
cording to this Diſtinction, I mikeſewels;&. 
a real Pledge, becauſe they are a real or 
actual Security for Money in the hands of | 
the Lender. Thefe Pledges however upon 5 


any reaſonable Suppöſſtion, muſt bear an in- 


finitely ſmall Proportion to the Wants of 


the State. Imaginary Pledges I call ſich i in 


France, all Aſſignments upon any Branch 


of the publick Revenue, or any other pub- 


lick Security for Payment of Principal and 


| Intereſt at a future Day. Theſe Aſſign- 


ments, Cc. being revocable at the King's 
Pleaſure, as depending ſolely upon his Faith, 


are therefore only an imaginary. Secu- 


a Sy nas — * 
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tity. Such Securities conſtitute 
Credit, and as their Value riſes or falls at 
Market, ſo publick Credit is faid to be high 
or low. But the notorious Violence and 
Injuſtice, with which the Proprietors of State 
Securities were treated during the Regeney 
of the Duke of Orleans, has ſo branded the 
Publick Faith of that Kingdom, that it is im. 


poſſible there can be any ſuch thing there 


exiſting as publick Credit. 


Ap yet I am inform d, the Government, 


not many Months ago, had Money advanc d 


both by Foreigners and Subjects. If it's true, 


it muſt be entirely owing to the Cardinal's 


perſonal Credit with the Bankers and Fl. 
nanciers, whoſe Confidence he has gain'd 
by his punctuality hitherto in pecuniaty 
TranſaQtions ; and that poſſibly would in 
ſome meaſure ſupport the Government if 
his Eminence was a little younger: But con- 
ſidering his great Age, the Influence of his 
Adminiſtration upon Affairs at this time, 
muſt be weak in proportion to the apparent 
Shortneſs of its Duration. The Abſolute 


of the Crown i is a Reſſource rhat ſtill 


E re- 
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remains; and indeed where the Government 
is Arbitrary, and the Glory of the King is the 
principal Object, there is but little Attention 
to the Miſery of the People any otherwiſe 
than to proportion the Efforts of the State 

to their utmoſt Ability of Suffering: But to 
compute what Sums of Money that will 
produce, is as difficult as it is to eſtimate the 
Patience of an enſlaved Nation. 


FRO M What has been ſaid, I draw this ge- 
ll neral Concluſion, that the Power of Fraxce, 
| | n the preſent Situation of her Finances and 
| Credit, is far from being formidable; and, | 
Vbatſoever they may boaſt, is incredibly: 
1 | leſs than it was threeſcore Years ago, as I 
ſhall make more fully appear, when I come 
to examine into the paſt and preſent State 
if of her Commerce. But then Power is to be 
eſtimated by compariſon, and whatever her 
If! own Circumſtances may be, the Folly and 
Weakneſs of her Neighbours, give her both 
Strength and Wiſdom. Witneſs the preſent 
Deſolation of the Empire, far leſs owing to 
lf che Arms of France, than to the fatal Ob-. 


| ſtinacy, and hereditary Pride of ſome of its. 
[ 41 Princes; 
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{ (613) 
Princes ; and to the ſenſeleſs Ambition and 
Treachery of others, who have been duped 
by their common Enemy to act in open vio. 
lation of all thoſe ſolemn Engagements, and 
antient Compacts, by which they were 
bound to one another for their common 
Safety. 


Bor to reſume the Subject: Since this Ac- 
count of the Revenues of France falls ſo fat 
ſhort of the common Opinion, and as it may 
ſerve to diſſipate the Terrors raiſed by thoſe 
who are perpetually magnifying her Power; 
I think it neceſſary to ſay ſomething of the 
Book from whence the Account is collected, 
in order to procure it that Credit, which is 


due to its n 


Monſt eur Du 7 ot, the Author, meeting 
with a Treatiſe, intitled, Eſſai Politique 
ſur le Commerce, publiſhed at Paris in the 
Year 1734, in which he found ſome very 
pernicious Notions relating to the Coin, 
wrote his Book chiefly to inculcate this plain 
Maxim, That the current Coin of, a State 
once 1 ſhould never be alter d. 

C 2 With 


(141) 
With This honeſt Intention, he endeavours 
to confute the Principles of that Treatiſe by 
Arguments drawn from Experience, and 
therefore is extremely careful to quote only 
ſuch Authorities as are univerſally allowed. 


He had acceſs to all the Offices of the Fi- 


nances, he himſelf being a Commiſſioner 
in one of them; and, by that Means, had an 
Opportunity of verifying whatever relates 
to the publick Revenue. When he had 
finiſhed his Book, he preſented it in Ma- 
nuſcript to the Cardinal for his Approba- 
tion, and Leave to print it, which was granted 


him. This I think ſufficient to eſtabliſh the 


Credit of the Book in oppoſition to thoſe 
who magnify the Revenues beyond all 
bounds of Probability. For is it to be ima- 
gined, that a Commiſſioner of the Finances 
would write, or the Miniſter ſuffer to be 
publiſhed, a Book which made France ap- 
pear to be either weaker or poorer than ſhe 
really is? Is not the Miniſter eſteem d wiſe, 


and is not the Author a Frenchman 2 Why 


muſt he be ſuppoſed then to run againſt the 
natural Riaſs of all, Freuchmen, ſo noto- 
_ pattial in every thing that affects the 
Glory 


ef 


. 


(15). 
Glory and Reputation of France? His ge- | 
nuine Character is to be found... in. his 
Writings; there he appears to be a Man of 
Inquiry and Candour, equally zealous. for 
Truth, and for e amen e 
ah 6 to the Opinion that the Revenues of 
France are above 10 Millions Sterd, per 


= Ann. clear of all Deductions, it may be 


asked how it came to prevail ſo generally 
among us? For my own part I cannot help 
looking upon it to be originally of foreign 
Growth, and imported by our Eine Gentle 
men when they returned from their Travels. 
Pardon me, Sir, I mean only ſuch of them 
as are above the trouble of Inquiry and Ob- 
ſervation, or carry abroad with them only 
a ſtolid artleſs Curioſity at beſt; and ſo 
content themſelves with the firſt Account 
of Things they meet with on the Road, or 
pick up in a Coffee Houſe, perhaps from 
ſome ignorant Frenchman; and you know 
ho cxtrayagantly they magnify to Stran« 
4 gers the Riches and Power of their Coun- 
try. For Inſtance, if you ask them how 

„ . much 


( 16) 
much the King's Revenue amounts to 
They readily anſwer—a Deux cens cin- 
quante Millions de Livres—pour le moins 
250 Millions of Livres at leaſt. This be- 
ing aſſerted roundly at once aftoniſhes and 
ſatisfies our Traveller, who believes it to be 
true becauſe he was told it in French; and 
as it is perhaps the moſt extraordinary thing | 
0 he heard abroad, he is perpetually talking 


| ill of it after he gets home, by which means 
ll! France appears formidable to the whole 

/' Circle of his Acquaintance who believe 
him, becauſe he has been at Paris.—Thoſe 


likewiſe who judge of the preſent Times. 
[| by the - paſt, and ſuppoſe, as they do, that 
| the Power of France is the ſame now that 


| | j it was formerly, are very much inclined to 
'W be of the ſame Opinion: For otherwiſe 
| they think it impoſlible to account for the 
[hf mighty Efforts of Lewzs the XIVth, who 
Ml maintain d two long Wars ſingly againſt the 
ll principal Powers of Europe united. I will 
k ſuppoſe all this to be true, and that there 
li muſt be a Cauſe adequate to the Effect: 
0 And yet unleſs they can ſhow that his Re- 
| venues were always equal to his Expence, it 


1 docs 


4 

does by no means conclude in favour of 
that Opinion: But that they were not equal; 
on the contrary, that there was a very great 
annual Deficiency during both Wars, is 
evident from the Inſtance mentioned before, 
and from the prodigious Debt he left at his 


death. This Debt being ſtated at the pro- 
per Offices ſoon afterwards, amounted to 
no leſs than 176 Millions Sterl. and up- 


wards. The Intereſt of which at 5 per 


Cent. comes to above 8 Millions 8 Hun- 


dred Thouſand Pounds a. Year, which is 
betwixt 16 and 1 2 Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds more than the Ordinary Revenue 
eyer produced when it was higheſt. By 
this it appears how far He was from regu- 
lating his Expence by his Revenue, when, 
to ſpeak in the Language of Meſtminſter- 


Hall, he ſpent the Fee-Simple of his King- 


dom, and in this Particular out-did even 
Ceſar : For Lewis wanted above e 
Nn to be worth nothing. 


TuERE are others, Who taking it yt: 
granted, that during the Regency of the 


Duke of Orleans, the PREY Debts were 
ſome 


| 8) 
ſome way or other all paid, from thence 
conclude that, as France is out of debt, 
and Cardinal Fleury the wiſeſt and beſt 


Miniſter now living, the People muſt be 
richer and the Revenues greater than ever 
they were under the Ableſt of his prede- 
ceſſors. But this is all Imagination, as will 
appear by a and by, and FINE fit ro be raken 
notice of. Ps. 
5 Aron the whole, 1 ſubmit it to you, 
whether the Notions of ſuch People, and 
the Accounts our fine Gentlemen bring 
home from their Travels, are more to be 
relied on than the Account I have given you 
from Monſi cur Du Tot. 


IC ou now to inquire into the paſt 
and preſent State of the Commerce of 
France, in order to ſhow that her Power 
is far from being ſo formidable as it was 
threeſcorc Years ago. To do this with 
greater Perſpicuity, I ſhall take a View of 
her under three different Periods of Time. 


I. FRO M 


(as), 


4 : 


_ Fr rom *® Treaty, of Verwins t to the 
Treaty of Nimeguen, and ſo on to the 
Commencement of the War in 1668, 
growing in Power by her Arms, her Policy 


aud her Trade. 


= 


II. Fu ol 1668 to 1714 Slain her 
Strength, and ruining her Commerce thro 
the Courſe of two bloody and conſuming 
Wars with King William and r Aune, 
and their Allies. 1 


A II IN the laſt place, recovering from 
the Wounds ſhe received in theſe two Wars 
to her preſent State. 1 


.v 


Io enter into a Detail of the ſeveral Ac- 
quiſitions of France by Negotiation and Con- 
queſt during the firſt Period, is no part of 
my Deſign, nor is it neceſſary in this Inquiry. 
I ſhall therefore confine my ſelf to her Pro- 
greſs in Manufactures, the genuine Source 
of her Power. 


BE FORE the Reign of 8 W. 
France ſubſiſted chiefly by Agriculture, and 


produced little for a Foreign Market be- 
| D WE: 2 


ſides Wine, Fruits and Salt. Henry having 7 
put an end to the Diſtractions of the League, 
and ſoon after to the War with' Philip © 
by the Treaty of Pervins, conſider d how 
he might improve that State of Tranquil- 
lity to the Advantage of his Subjects. 
With this View he introduced and efta- 
 bliſhed the Manufacture of Silk, which in 
leſs than half a Century was brought to 
ſuch Pefection, that France beſides her 
own Confumption was able to ſupply 
England, Holland, and the Northern Na- 
tions of Europe, with all thoſe Silks they 
formerly had from Italy. And ſuch is the 
Nature of Manufactures where they once 
flouriſh, one begets and promotes another. 
The French encouraged and enabled by 
their Succeſs in the Manufacture of Silk 
ſet up a great many more, as Linnen, Can- 
vas, Paper, - Glas, Iron, Hats, and even 
Moollen Stuffs, with an infinite number of 
Toys in Ivory, Silver, and Gold. But as 
there is a received Opinion, that the Manu- 
facture of Wool is of a late Date in France, 

I muſt be a little more particular upon it. 


(x) 


In ow thy French Miniſtry Cs 
encourage the Manufacture of Wool, and 
as their People ſucceeded in it, they increaſ- 
ed the Duty on Engliſd Woollen Goods 
imported into France. In 1654 the Cu- 
| /oms on an Engliſh Cloth were raiſed to 
30 Livres, on a Serge to 5 . In 1664, 
when the firſt general Tariff was made, the 
Cuſtoms were again raiſed, on a Cloth to 
40 Livres, on a Serge to 6 J. and in 1667, 
on a Cloth to 80 Livres, on a Serge to 12 4. 
From this Increaſe in the Duties on Eugliſb 
Cloths and Serges, 1 infer a proportional 
P rogreſs in the fame Manufactures in France. 
And undoubtedly it was very conſiderable 
even fo long ago as the Year 1663; ſince 
Mr. Fortry, an eminent Merchant, in a 
Book he publiſhed at that Time, and Dedi- 
cated to King Charles II. makes the Value 
of French Woollen Stuffs imported into 
England alone, from Chalons (whence our 
yhalloons have their Name) Chartres, Eſta- 
mines (whence our Stuffs called Tamms or 
Stamins) Rheims in Champagne, and from 
Amiens, Blicourt, and other Towns in 

D 2 Picardy, 
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(22) 
Picardy, amount to no leſs than 150, 000 J. 
Srerl. per Annum; a ſtrong Proof that 
this Manufacture is no new Acquiſition to 
France. Mr. Fortry in the ſame Book, 
makes the Value of all the Goods imported 
from France into England amount to 


2, 600, oo0 J. per Annum*. About the 


ſame Time the general Exports from France 


were computed at 6 Millions, 7 50 Thouſand 


Pounds Szerl. per Annum, and upwards; 
and the general Ballance of Trade in her 
favour at 5 Millions Sterl. per Aunum; fo © 
prodigious was the Conſumption of French 1 


Commodities in Foreign Countries at that 


time. 


WIA is very remarkable, France was 
all this while without Merchants and with- 
out Shipping. The renal were only Fac- 

{7 03 hor 


* Mr. Fortry took the ſeveral Articles of this Ac- 
count from a Memorial preſented a little before that to 
the French Miniſtry, by the Companies of Merchants 
at Paris, in which there was a particular State-of all 
the Manufactures of the Kingdom, their Quantities and 
Species, and to what Value they were annually ex- 
ported to foreign Countries, diſtinguiſhing each Coun- 
try, ſo that nothing could be more authentick. 


2 0 23.) | 
6h to the Dutch, who carried on, not 
only the Foreign, but even the Coaſting 
Trade of France in Dutch Bottoms. The 
Dutch, contented with the great Gains 
they made by this Traffick, never turned 
their Thoughts to Manufactures, and the 
French ſatisfied with the immenſe Riches 
brought into their Country by Foreigners 
to purchaſe their Commodities, intirely neg- 
lected Navigation. But when Colbert came 
to have the Superintendancy of the Finan- 
ces and the Marine, and found it impoſ- 
ſible to execute the ambitious Plan of 
Conqueſt and Dominion his Maſter had 
formd without a Naval Force, he ſoon 
gave the Genius and Activity of his 
Countrymen a new direction, and applied 
himſelf to the Buſineſs of the Marine, with 
a Dexterity and Succeſs. that amaz d ali 
Europe. For in leſs than twenty Years he 
rais d or rather created a Naval Power ca- 
pable of diſputing the Empire of the Sea 
againſt the Engliſb and Dutch united. All 
his Abilities were equally eminent in both 
his Provinces, he ſo improved and regula- 
ted the n 1 the ordinary Revenue 

produced 
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C 
produced clear of all Deductions 7 Millions 


and near 2 Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
Sterl. per Annum. A Revenue, conſider- 
ing the great Alteration in the Prices of 
Ammunition, Proviſions, and other things 
ſince that time, equivalent to 8 Millions 
Szerl. per Annum now. By this he ena- 


bled his Maſter to ſupport the great Charge 


of this new Eſtabliſhment, without retrench- 
ing any one Article of his other Expence. 


Theſe things naturally give one a high 
Opinion of the Talent of that able Mini- 


er. Yet ſo limited are the Views. and 


Speculations, even of the greateſt Stateſ- 


men in Regulations of Commerce, the 
Meaſures he took to extend the Trade and 
Navigation of France, were attended with 
Conſequences fatal in the end to her Manu- 


fAures. 


THe high Duties on Foreign Merchan- 


dize and Foreign Shipping laid on by the 


Tariff of 1664, and increaſed by the Ta- 
riff of 1667, provoked forcign Nations to 
do the ſame, and of courſe to attempt the 


Manufacture of ſuch Commodities as they 
had 


v N 1 1 . * 
5 N US r 8 we 1 5 We ” ö : D ater OH het Co DE * 4 
\ os >. 2 _ 4% e 8 ” * . . 3 7-2 4 by Ace. * - X- * — - % * 
= : Rc 3 1 22 8 — * N 3 Ws _—_ WES T 7 r 5 
15 e A —— HL "> = 1 5 * 8 85 _ — 1 x; - Po. ro RD, =% > EL; 7 12 {7 x of 
v4 Et ares ls ( SS gs ERS JJ A LEES ͤ V..“... ᷣͤ goes Si A 
e tte 3 0 Ct 3 FR Es . 2 n 5 05 x1 05, NW *; wy 3 3 N Wo. —__ ONE «© 
y © N F r "as: * ed. * mo; 3 N. et EIT a E Fr „ s j- 
Ms ON DN TC PSS NE 2 Ito bn .... 3 a 3 r Eo 


I 5 : 


had hitherto been intirely ſupplied with N 
France. The Dutch ſet up Silk and 


(25) 


Woollen, Linnen and Paper, Canvas and 
Sail-cloth. The Egli did the ſame, tho 
ſomewhat later; and to them added, Iron- 
Ware, Watches, Clocks, Glaſs, and Hats 
Tho theſe Attempts to rival France in her 
principal Manufactures were made during 
the firſt Period, her Power continued never. 
theleſs to increaſe all the time, as 1 have 
before laid down. For notwithſtanding 
their Operation was immediate, yet it Was 
for ſome time imperceptible, and it did not 
ſenſibly affect the Manufactures of France 
till ORD W afterwards. WE. 


In 1678 Bin” nl chip Treaty of 
Nimeguen, with a Superiority as mortify. 
2 to her Enemies as it was glorious to 
her ſelf. To the Glory of her Arms ſhe 


now added the Adyantages of an extenſive 
Trade, and by that means to the Enlarge 
ment of her Dominions, ſhe continued to 
add a daily Encreaſe of Riches and Power. 
Such was: the happy State of France in 
1683, hen J find her publick Revenues at 
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the higheſt ; ; and ] believe they might con- 


tinue with little variation to the beginning 
of the War a few Years after. Here then! 
fix the Meridian of the French. Greatiie(s 
and Leuiss Glory, to which the Domeſtick 


Adminiſtration of Colbert contributed 


more than all the Victories of n 


Turenne. 
i 1 * . * . * ; . . 5 


B vr it ſeems Proſperity | hub in it ſelf 


the: Principles of its . own. Deſtruction. 
Lewis, intoxicated with. good Fortune, be- 
gan a moſt barbarous Perſecution againſt 
ſuch of his own People as happened not to 


be of his Religion, contrary to all the 
Rules of good Policy; and as for his Neigh- 


. bours he ravaged their Dominions, and vio- 


lated the moſt ſolemn and ſacred Engage- 


ments de gayere de Cæur. Above half a 
Million of his moſt valuable Subjects fled 


from his unnatural Cruelty, and together 


with their Effects, carried with them their 


Induſtry and Arts wherever they went, to 
the irreparable Loſs of their Native Coun- 


try. Thus the bigotted Tyrant tore up the 


Roots of his own Power. To Preclpitate 
7 . his 


— — 
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lis People's Ruin, he began a War upon the 
Empire towards the latter end of the Vear 
1688, and carried it on with ſuch a ſhock- 
ing Inhumanity, that he drew. upon him- 
ſelf and Kingdom the Vengeance of the 
principal Powers in Europe, who were 
bleſt with the good Fortune tochumble that 
Pride, which had made him almoſt forget 
he was a Man. This War was ſcarce, end- 
ed before he engaged in another, more 
bloody and more fatal to him than the 
flitſt. The long Interruption of Trade oc- 
caſion d by theſe Wars, and the Superiority 
of the Maritime Powers at Sea, almoſt in- 
tirely md: the Manufactures of. ys lang- 
doi. 440 9719 leg 


BESID ES Loſs of Trade and an incre- 
dible Expence of Treaſure, theſe and his 
former Wars muſt have coſt him infinite 
Numbers of Men. I never ſaw any Calcu- 

lation of that Loſs, nor do I pretend to 
make an exact ; 1 will however attempft 
it from 1688 to 1714, during which time 

the Land Forces of France were the moſt 


numerous. There was it's true a Peace 
| B made 
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made in 1697; but it laſled a ſbort time, 


and was wholly imployed in making pre- 
parations for the War that follow d; conſe 
quently; the Army was kept up to the higheſt 


Eſtabliſhment all the while. The Eſtabliſh+ 
ment for Land Service was 300, ooo Foot 
and 100, 00 Horſe and Dragoons. Out of 
this Number I will deduct 50,000, becauſe 


and 30, ooo for the Stwrfs, German and 


Tri Regiments recruited from their reſpec: 


tive Countries; and then there will remain 
320, ooo effective Men conſtantly recruited 
in France. . I have heard from Gentlemen 


8 of the Trade, ĩhat at the end of a Cam - 


paign they generally computed their Loſs 
at one fifth part by the Sword, Sickneſs and 
Deſertion. But becauſe all the Troops 
never take the Field at a time, I will ſuppoſe 


ro, ooo to be in Garriſon, and then the 


Eoſs of one fifth will extend only to 
250,000 Men. As to thoſe who remain in 
Gartiſon, I will ſuppoſe one tenth Part to 
die; and conſidering in time of War how 
ill they are accommodated, how -iil they 


„ e and fed, that nn, 1fancy, 


will 


0 
will be thought pretty modetate. The a 
nual Lofs then of the Armies in the Feld is 
o, ooo, and of the Troops in Garriſon 
70D. togethet 57,000 3 which multipſied 
by 25, the Number of Years from 1689 to 
1714 excluſive, will make the Total Loſs 


. 7,425,000 Men, I might have included 
the Years 1688 and 1714: But I ſer the 
Loſs of thoſe two Years rogether with the 
general Lofs by Sea in both Wars, to bal. 
lance the Difference betwixt the Field and 
Garriſon Duty of 2 50,000 Men, during 
the ſhort interval from the Treaty of ' Ry/* 
wick, ro the Cornmencemedie nos the I 


T o' by this Calculation the Total Loſi 
amounts to near a Million and a half, yet I 
am perſuaded it is within the Truth : For it 
is notorious that before the end of the War, 
they were forced to fill up their Corps with 
Boys for want of better Recruits, notwiths 
ſtanding the fifty Thouſand Pariſhes they 
boaſt of So great a Number of Men the 
moſt vigorous and robuſt being cut off from 
. the Stock of the People, without replacing 


rhemlelves to their Country by an honeſt 
E 2 55 2 
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Propagation, is in my humble Opinion a 
a Loſs ſcarce ever to b alt 4. | 


jp rtf 


ol, N. ow at; * _ of this laſt War behold 


the miſerable Condition of France, her 
Manufactures decay d, her N avy gone to 
ruin, her beſt Blood ſpilt, her People di- 


ſpirited, her Credit gone, and her Treaſure 
exhauſted. With theſe ſad Effects of Am- 


bition, Tyranny, and Pride, I cloſe the laſt 
Scene of this Period and Lewzs's Reign. 


S Ucn were the Evils under which France 
labour'd, when the Duke of Orleans en- 
ter'd upon the Regency. As the Caſe was 
deſperate, ſo the Remedy he applied was 


violent. 


- FinDING the National Debt of a Size 
too enormous to be managed with caſe to 
the State or Juſtice to the publick Creditor, 
all publick Payments in Arrear, the King's 
Revenue extremely reduced by the Calami- 
tics of the War, and the Poverty of the 
People; he form d a Deſign to fill the King's 


Coffers wit hout Taxes, and diſcharge the 
publick 


631 SY 
publick Debt an Money. Whatever 


Opinion he had himſelf of the Facility or 


Danger of executing ſuch a Deſign, it muſt 
certainly appear chimerical to every body 
elſe, and to be ſure nothing could be more 
ſurpriſing than the Attempt except the Suc- 
ceſs of it; both beſpeak that Superiority of 
Genius, that og dalmoſt every Agign 


of bit Life. 


ON. he firſt of 3 3 he _ 
liſhed an Edict for reforming the Coin. By 
this Edict it was ordain'd, that a Lewidor 
ſhould be raiſed from 14 Livres to 16, and 
a Crown from 3 Livres 10 Sols to 4 
Livres, and ſo received at the Mint. It was 
likewiſe ordain d, that after a certain Day 
the old, or unreform'd Lewidor, ſhould 
Paſs for no more than 14 Livres, and the 
Crown for three Livres 10 Sols, as before, 
= the Apprehenſion of ſo conſiderable, a 

oſs might induce People in the mean time 
to bring all their Money to the Mint to be 
reformed, 4. e. to receive a new Stroke of 
a Hammer ; after which the new Lewidor, 
of the ſame Weight and Standard as the 
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. 
old one, was ro be current fot '2 Livres; 
and the Crown in the ſame manner for 31. 
Thus he propoſed' to get one-fifth part of 
all the Secie that was brought to the Mint; 
and yet, according to his Scheme, the Peo- 
ple were not one ſingle Livre out of pocket. 
That they had the ſame number of Livres 
again from the Mint, is very true; but then 
they had only four Ounces in weight inftcad 
of five, and for that Reaſon great Quantities 
of the old Hpecte ere hoarded up, and 
probably would have long remain d ſo, to 
the great obſtruction of Circulation and 


Commerce, if it had not been for another 


Happy Expedient, which was managed with 
ſach Dexterity, that it brought into the 
hands of the Regent almoit the whole 
Stock of ready Money im the Kingdom: 
By this Expedient, I mean the famous 
Scheme of a general Bank, eſtabliſhed by 
Patent the 20th of May 1716: This Bank 
was endowed with great Privileges to gain 
it Reputation, and the Eaſe it introduced in- 
to Buſineſs ſoon gave its Bills an extenſive 


Currency 3 ; and ro > make them _ more ac- 
215 cCeptable 


N. B. The Quantity of Specie then een in 
France was computed at near 400 Millions of Livres, 


(330 
. ceptable to the Publick, they bore an Inte- 
reſt of 57-per Cent. pet un. The 
Punctuality and Diſpatch; obſerved hy orcber 
of the Director in all Tranſactioris, and in 
giving Money for Bills the Moment they 
were: preſented, raiſed» and eſtabliſhed its 
Credit. The Bank paid only in new Spenze, 
but received both new ant old. In a little 
time; the Quantity of Caſh there was incre- 
dible ; for Specie, by the frequent Varia- 
tions in its numerical Value, was become a 
fluctuating and uncertain kind of Property 
in the hands of the Poſſeſſor; but tile Vas 
ue of Bank Bills being fix d and/invariable; 
People for that Reaſon preferred them td 
Specie, and lo carried all their Money to 
the Bank. What was the Event! Why the 
Allurements of ſo vaſt a Treaſure prevailed 
in the Mind of the Regent againſt the Sens 
timents of Juſtice and Honour; the Bank 
ſtopt Payment, and in one inſtant theſe; fa: 
vourite Bills were found to be worth no 
more than fo much waſte Paper. Sueh 
were the Expedients by which this Great, 


Man filfd the King's Coffers, perhaps his 


own, and plunder d a bubbled Nation. 
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S's 8 to the publick Debts, og were in- 
oe ſtated - at the proper Offices, as I men- 


tion d before, and the publick Creditors had 


Securities given tem. So far there ſeem d 
to be an Intention to do juſtice but after- 
Wards the Form of the Secutity was varied, 
the Capital rettenich d, and the Intereſt redu 
ced by arbitrary Editts, without any Com- 
penſation to the Creditors, and without 
their Conſent. This violent Method of 
Proceeding ſo ſunkꝭ the Price of all public 


Securities, that ſome fell 0, ſome 80, and 


ſome even 90 per Cent, ſo great was the 
Diffidence of the Publick Faith. The 

Conſequences were terrible. The Trader. 
being poſſeſs d of theſe Publick Securities, 
which had either loſt their Value or their 
Credit, of neceſſity became a Bankrupft. 
As tlie Caſe was general, Bankruptcies were 
ſo too. All manner of Buſineſs was at a 
Rand, except Proccedings at Law, and exceſ- 
five Uſury. The Merchant and Manufac- 
turer were either undone, or at leaſt inactive. 
in expectarion of better Times; which of 


of la obliged Te: Artiſt 'and La- 
bourer 
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)OL rer to ſeck Bread and Imployment in in a 
wen, Country. W ES. 


7 ? 


A HISTORY of the Kegeitcy being 
no part of my Deſign, I content myſelf 
with mentioning ſome of its Effects, to 
ſhow, that inſtead of proving a Relief from 
the Preſſures of a burthenſome and con. 
ſuming War, it was rather productive of 
greater Miſery. It muſt then be under a 
more gentle Regimen that France e 
recover her former Vigour. | 


FT ux publick T Debts being derten into 
' Annuities upon the Hotel de Ville, thoſe 
Annuitics were fix'd at Fifty-one Millions of 
Livres per Ann. by a Declaration dated the 

5th of Tune, 1725. The Vear * after, the 
Coin too was fix d; the Mark of fine Gold; 
at 740 Livres, 9 Sols, 1 Denier; Stan- 
dard, at 720: Livres; and the Mark of fine 
Silver at 51 Livres, 3 Sols, 3 Deniers; 
Standard, at 49 Livres, 16 Sols. Theſe 
two important Points being thus ſettled, 
Cardinal Fleury, taught by Experience how 


pernicious the Inſtability and Fluctuation of 
F 8 the 


| wp) - 
the Coin, and he publick Securities had 
been to the Kingdom, has invariably ad- 
hered to this Regulation, and thereby left 
the People at liberty to reap and enjoy the 8 
natural Fruits of Peace. This fixd and uni- 
form State of their Money in time brought 
the Courſe of Exchange with their Neigh- 
bours to be-in their favour, by reviving 
Circulation and Commerce, which in ſome 
Articles they have conſiderably improy'd, 
particularly woollen Stuffs and ſuperfine 
Cloths, of which they export much greater 
Quantities to Twrky, than they did formerly. 
But that Branch of their Trade is got to its 
higheſt Pitch, and would ſoon be reduced 
again, was the Britiſh Parliament to make 
a Law for laying the Twrky Trade open. 
Their Trade to the EAſt-Indies is within theſe | 
few Years very much increaſed, their Sugar 
Plantations greatly enlarged, and by neceſſary 
Conſequence ſo is their Trade to the Coaſt 
of Guinea for Slaves, Ivory, and Gold Duſt ; 
which indeed very much deſerves the Atten- 
tion of Great Britain. The Spaniards and 
Portugueſe are grown fonder of French 
Faſhions, and ſo take more of their Manu- 
factures. 


. | 
-. as ) 

factures. It is diſputed whether the Con. 
ſumption of their Wine and Brandy in 
Ruſſia, Sweden, and the Baltic, be en- 
creaſed or not. Their Fiſheries are not 
much improv'd beyond what they) were fifty _ 
Years ago; however they are conſiderable, 
owing to the Ceſſion of Cape Breton, and. 
other Indulgencics at the Treaty of Utrechk,, 
without which, they had by. this time been 
totally deſtroyed. * As they are more ad- 
dicted to Commerce, the N umber of Mer? 
chants among them is encreaſed, and they 
are become more induſtrious in ſearching 
out new Channels of Trade Were wen were 
in former Times. e WE e 10% 

SUCH are e the Acquiſiti tions and Improve; 
ments in the Trade of France. Here tal 


lows an Account of what the has loſt: > 


1. Eneliid” took PENNY ns 
from France to the Value f 
boo, ooo J. Sterl. per Ann. 1 1-168 
Silks of all Sorts. But ſince the 8 
Manufacture of Silk was 'eſta- 
bliſh'd here, and high Duties laid „ 

F 2 upon 


638) 
upon all French Silks, the whole | 


is now loſt tolfhance, except! a 
few Waiſtcoars'and dtlter Trifles, ee Tag 


| not worth taking Ray oe f ee 
. II. IN Linnen, 1 — 7 5 
SGail-cloth, to the Amount of 44 
| Foo, ooo J. Sterl. per Ann. and 
i upwards. But ſince high Duties 
i were laid on all French Goods, me 
/ theſe are either manufactured in 
Hritain and Ireland, or imported 

5 from Holland, Germany, and 


i Ruſſia, a,where our woollen Goods 
are taken in return. This Arti- F114 


i cle, as well as the other, is taken 
li from the Britiſb Merchant; and 
l whether Cambricks be included 
ll in it or not, does not appear. 

| However, I will allow for Cam- 


- bricks ill imported, 200,000 J. 
per An. which'to be ſure is as 

| much as the prime Colt of them 

ll comes to, then the Difference to 


. * 
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i the Los of France is - | - $00,000 

i Il. 1x; Beaver, Demicaſtor, ' 

j and Felt Hats, Glaſs, Watches 

and Clocks, 220,000 /. per Ann. 

I! LEAK 25: 

| x, 100,000 
But 
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Pounds... 


— FörWards A- 1 106,00 


But theſe are Manufaftures which 
England has made intirely her 


own, and ſupplies moſt of — © | 
Neighbours with them, This. 


whole Article helm is 0 to 


France 


IV. England took a 


from France 400, ooo Reams of 
Paper annually, ar 5s. per Ream 
prime Coſt, 100,000, But now 
it is made chiefly at home, or 
imported from Holland and 


Genoa, The Quantity of Paper 


from France, now enter d at 
the Cuſtom · Houſe yearly, is a 

meer Trifle. However, I wilt 
allow 10,000 J. Sterl. for it; 
and then the annual Loſs upon 
this Article will be TO ANI FLINT 


S444 1 


2 20,000 


90, oo 


V. FORMERLY there was 


imported from Auvergne, to the 


Value of 40, oo0 J. per Ann. in 


Iron Ware, row made both 
cheaper and better at Birming- 
ham, Hallifax, &c. and ſo in- 
ritely loſt to france + =, 


40,000 


—_————_ 
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1,450,000 


(49) 
Pounds. 


0 - Brought. forwards — HA $2,900 


if VL «IN . Tamins.- . 
i and other woollen Staffs from e 
fl Champagne and Picardy, as 


* mentioned before, to the Value 
il of 1 50, oo0 J. Sterl. TS. 
but now prohibited „ 150, 000 
1 VII. Bzron zchchigh Dutics itt 
1 were laid on French Wines, there 

ii were imported annually into 
| England, 16,000 Tun and up- 


wards, worth at an Average, . 


CC S K —— 
—— a — 6 — n A * " * 
— —— anne roy » 000-000 ht" — — g — — 


| 17 l. 10s. per Tun, prime, | 

| Coſt, the whole amounting to 

| 280,000 J. But now it appcars 4 
by the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, 8 
1 


that the Quantity enter d there, 
comes to no more than 614 Tun 
ger Ann. at a Medium of ſeven , . 


2 


e 
— 2 << 


i Years laſt paſt : But as by frome  _ - 
| Management, there is an indiret, , - 
ik Importation by way of Scotland, 


Kon 
o —— 
vegas oc — opp . <p bens, N 
a — ——CTL@DOZ — — he we een — 
— 


and as there are ſome low Wines 
run in upon the South and 


« — 


—B 


I, 600, 000 


* Ouere, Whether this Article the does not balance 
* whole Increafe of theit 1 to OP.” 
Weſtern 


1 
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| [Beeiight forwards —— 
Weſtern Coaſt from- Fo 
and other Places, I will allow 


Pounds. 
1,600,000 


; us LEW. 
4446 12 


1 


the Quantity conſumed here, to 
be 2000 Tun per Ann. and be⸗ 5 
cauſe the beſt Growths are nowẽ _ 
bought up for this Market, 1 


will allow the prime Coſt to be 
407. per Tun at an Average. The 


Value then of the preſent Impor- 


tation, is 80, ooo J. which being 

deducted from the former, leaves 

a Difference of 200, ooo J. Ster. 
loſt annually to France. 


vill. Tx Quantity of Bran- 


200, ooo 


dy imported formerly, amounted 


to 4000 Tun per Ann. at 40. 


per Tun, prime Coſt, which 


comes to 160,000 J. and now 
the Quantity of Foreign Spirits 
of all Kinds enter d at the Cuſ- 
tom-Houſe, at a Medium of four 
Years laſt paſt, amounts only to 


2625 Tun, owing to the great 
| Improvement of Engliſh Spirits 


and the prevailing Taſte for Rum. 
But as this Quantity compre- 


1,800, oo 


* 


— 


hends 


(64209 


Pounds. 
Brought forwards ———— 1,800,000 


heads Soirits of all Sorts, it is 
to be ſuppoſed there is not above 
one half of it French Brandy: 
However, as there is ſome ſmuy- | 
gled upon the Coaſt, I will allow 
the Quantity conſumed here, to 
be 2000 Tun annually at the 
ſame Price, and then the . ee 
rence to France is * 30 o 


0 


| 1,880,000 
009 £1 © 72 don. 


I SA1D before, that the Dutch had few 
and inconſiderable ManufaQures of their 
own, but traded largely inthe Manufactures 
of France to all Parts of Europe. Here 
follows an Account of ſuch as the Dutch 


A 


now make themſelves, or have from Eng- 


land. But as they Nill import conſiderable 


Quantities of all Sorts of Goods from 5 


France, only the Difference to her Tb. 1 in 
each Article is brought to Account. 


. 1 1 . 


3 | 7. 125 


# f . 
[ * ; 
Ws 3 


I. Tar Dutch took formerlix 
from France, in Brocades, Velvets, 
Sattins, and Silk Manufactures 

of all Sorts, according to B 
Witt's Accoutit, to the Value f 
1,200,180 L Sterl. r And” OO 
But now they manufacture them- 
ſelves a great many Species of 
Silks, tho not ſo fine, yet cheap-. 


er than in France; and take 
only of French Silks what is ne- 
ceſſary to make up an Aſſort- 
ment; inſomuch, that according 
to Burtiſh, the Value of Silks 
imported annually, is diminiſnd 
above one Half; the Difference Pounds. 
then tO France s * 600 090 


II. In- Hats of al bort to the _ 
Value of 217,000 J. per Ann. but 
now they have them chiefly 
from England, at leaſt all fine 
Hats, the reſt they make them 
ſelves ; ; ſo this whole Article is ; 
loſt to France n 217,006 | 


III. In Glaſs Watches Clocks, 
and Houſhold Furniture to the 


$17,090 
G Value 
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. 


Brought forwesd ; ä 


value of 219,000 /. per. Ann. 


But now being chiefly ſupplicd 


from England, their Importa- 
tion of theſe Articles from 


France, is reduced to 50,000 J. 


per Ann. The Difference. * 
Ann. to France is 


IV. In Fringes. and Gloves of 
all Sorts 1 20,00 J. per ann. 
now half that Value. F de 5 


rence to France 1 g I. 


* ÞK ff 4 


*. IN all Sorts as wa 


250, ooo J. per ann. but ſince 


it was manufactured in Eng- 


land, Holland, and Germany, 


their Importation of Paper is 
reduced to one fifth of that 


[der ; the Difference to 
r 


C 


- S — 
0 7 6 


200,000. 


VI. IN Tin + "Hon, and 1 | 15 


Sail cloth 250,000 J. per ann. 


but now they do not taxe much 


above a fourth Parr of that Va- 


— 


x: 237,090 
luc 3 


: _ | 7 Os) | | P 
90 {1 | , rf) | : ; 1 Iſs r 
| Brough forenrd 11 A 1,237,090 
2911110 110 1 N 
mw Ji the Difference, to Irie. * 
is „„ Hr t 165,000 


| * \ | 
7 7 | $ r 3 4 of £3 £2 . * ; 4 


i# = $444 


us - 


VII. Ix Saffron, Soap, Woad, ; OW 
Honey, and great Quantities of _ 
Woollen Yarn from Picardy, 
to the Value of 450,000 J. per 
ann. now they do not import 
above one third Part of that 
Value; the Difference to "WF 300,000 


1,702,090 - 
The Total of the Englits 


Account brought forward 1,880,000 


. 3,82, go 


How much the general Ballance of Trade 
is more or Teſs in favour of France, I can-- 
not poſlibly determine with exactneſs, be- 

cauſe I have not been able to procure any 
Account of the Value of her preſent Ex- 
ports and Imports : Be that as it will, the 
Variation in her Trade with England and 
Holland is ſo very much to her diſad- 
G3 --- vantage, 
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As theſe Revenues prc collected now 
with at leaſt 2s s mũck Rigour and Care as 
they were in 168 3; then, ſo great a Deficien- 
cy can have but one Cauſe, and that is a 
great Decreaſe of Gonſimption and-Circu- 


ation, procecding from Loſs of People, of 


Manufactures: and T rade. Conſumption 
Revenue (Which. is 4 Tax upon Conſump- 


tion,) Circulation, Quantity of Labour, and 


Numbers of People, have all an inſeparable 
Connection, and.a neeeſſary Dependance on 
One 


4 


_”” 

ane another; and therefore, whateyet af 

fects one affects all. Vou have already fea; 
that by the Revocation of tlie Edict of 
Nant&in1685, and the Perſecution that 
ſued upon it Francr loſt above half a Million 
of induſtrious, manufacturing Proteſtants} 
and during the two Wars from 1688 to 
1714 near a Million and a half of hetibeft 
Men; that ſhe has loſt three Millions and a 
half Sterling per Annnm in her Trade with 
England and Holland, and there is à Defi- 
ciency of above three Millions Sterl. in the 
old Funds or Branches of the publick Re- 
venue; then, according to what is laid down 
above, and in my humble Opinion incon- 
teſtably, theſe Facts prove and confirm one 
mother, and all of them together demon. 
ſtrate, that France, at this time, is neither 
ſo flouriſhing, ſo rich, nor ſo powerful as 
ſne was threeſcore Years ago. | 


So E time ſince I was told a particule 
Fact, which I could not give credit to ; but 
as this Deduction makes it extremely pro- 
bable, I will mention it in this place. 


The Fact is, that a few Years ago, upon 
an 
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* 3 5 — 
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ren 
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Fi 


(42) 
an Ipquiry into the State of Manufac. 
tures in the Diſtrict of Lyons, particular - 


ly the Sill, there appear d to be only 


370 cniplay'd/ chen, inſtead of 
30;006 employ d formerly. fine, to 
ſhow how. exact a Correſp 
in all her Affairs, I will 
count of the Eſtabliſnmerit of the Navy, 
as it was at Colberts Death, to e com. 
pared with the preſent State of it. 
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Acco 1 DING to the beſt „ 


I can procure, the preſent Navy conſiſts of 


28 Slips of the Line old and new, one 


90 Gun Ship upon the Stocks at Toulon, 


half built; and there are about 12 Eaſt 
India Ships belonging to the Company, 
which are either converted? or convertible 
into Men of War. In all, Farty Ships and 


7 8 -: — 


THIs great Reduction in the Now is 
by no nieans the effect of Frugality ; but at 
once a Proof and a neceſſary Conſequence 
of the declining State of the Kingdom, 


AN n now, Sir, if after all we ſhould 
ſce the Ballance of Power in Europe, that 


perpetuum mobile in Politicks, to fix, and 


eſtabliſh/which our Stateſmen plann'd, and 
our Armies fought with ſuch glorious Suc- 
ceſs againſt all the Efforts of France in her 
Vigour, animated too by an enterprizing 
Monarch; I fay, if we are to ſee this Bal- 
lance totally over-turn'd at laſt by France in, 
her Decline, with a Miniſter in his Dotage, 
and an wnaſpiring King, how capricious is 


Fortune, 


6809 


Fortune, and in unaccountable muſt our 
Fate be? I confeſs the Proſpect is dark and 
gloomy, tho at the ſame time I am convin- 
ced the preſent Condition of France i is ſuch 
that the very Phantom of the old Grand. 
Alliance would ſtrike her with Terror; and 
undoubtedly could it be revived, if the old 
Members of that renown'd. Confederacy 
would but dare to act, the common Enemy 
muſt immediately ſubmit, and ſuffer the 
Independancy of the ſeveral Powers of 
Europe to be placed on a ſolid and perma- 
nent Foundation But that is a Bleſſing to 
be wiſh'd, not hoped for. When I conſider 
the general Infatuation in Germany, the un- 
towardly Diſpoſition of its Neighbours, 
eſpecially the flegmatick Meaſures and timo 
rous Circumſpection of the preſent Dureh, 
whoſe Anceſtors were wont to be active i in 
the common Cauſe, I am afraid the honeſt 
Zeal of Engliſhmen is vain. There has been 
for ſome Fears paſt, and 1 have reaſon to 
believe that notwithſtanding Appearances, 
there is at this time a ſtrange Vis inertiæ in 
that. State, with a moſt unnatural Gravita- 


tion towards France, which it is impoſſible 
M2: to 
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to account for, wes the Carteſian Syſtem, 
ſo long exploded in Philoſophy, ſhould be 
allow'd to hold good in Politicks, and then 


the Activity of the French Tourbillon 


makes the matter plain. I beg your pardon 


for this Jargon. The Subject is ſerious, 


and the Conduct of that State in the pre- 


ſent Criſis, too mien! to be treated with 


Levity. _ 
'T CovLty indulge my Melancholy a lit- 


tle longer in contemplating the troubled 
Scene, both at Home and Abroad; but the 
Inquiry into the Revenue, Credit, atid 
Commerce of France being finiſſd, my 
Task of writing is at an end. I only beg 


leave to aſſure you, that Truth and Exactneſs 


have been my principal Care, and they are 


the only Merit of a Performance of this 


nature. If it meets with your Approbation, 
it is all J aim at; for without Flattery there 
is no Man Ideſire more to pleaſe. * 


4 
Y 


\ Taner-Temple 


E ; POST- 


6 
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H AV E fthaws, Sir, Fu Aue the 
E ng liſb and Dutch began to rival France 
in her Manufactures, her annual Exports to 
England and Holland, are diminiſhd above 
three Millions and a half Sterling. Now 
left People ſhould be ſurpriſed at the Great- 
neſs of the Sum, I think it neceſſary in this 
Place, to obſerve that thoſe very Acts of 
Parliament, which were the principal Cauſe 
of that great Alteration in the Trade f 
France, produced a much greater Altera- 
tion in the Trade of England. To make 
this plain, I muſt beg your Indulgenes for 
hid . * L Atee 


. G ah Eg 
Woollen Goods imported i into France, were 
loaded with intolerable Duties by the Tariffs 
of 1664. and 1667, the Duties on French 
Goods imported into England, were by the 


unpardonable Supineneſs of King Charles | 
the Second's Miniſters, ſuffer d to be extreme» 


ly caſy. This Partiality in fayour of a F. 
reign, 
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(56) 
reign, and the worſt of all, a French Inte- 
reſt, almoſt intirely ruin'd our old Manu- 
factures, and render'd all Attempts to ſet 
up any new, vain and fruitleſs... Trade in 


general languiſh'd, Rents fell, and all Ranks 


of Pcople were ſenſible of the Evil, but for 
ſome time imputed it to a wrong Cauſc, 
and ſo petitioned the Parliament againſt the 


Levant and the Eaſt-India Companies. 


Ar laſt, they diſcovered the true one, 
and made freſh Application to Parliament, 


upon which that very Houſe of Commons, 


once ſo - remarkably - obſequious to the 
Court, now voted the Trade with France 
detrimental to the Kingdom, and paſs d that 
Memorable Bill (29 & 30 Car. II.) for pro- 
hibiting French Commodities; but as they 
expected it would be ſtrongly oppoſed in 
the Houſe of Lords by the Court, then no- 
toriouſly under a French Influence, they 
tack d it to the Capitation Bill and fo it 
paſs d. By this it was enacted that no French 
Wine, Vinegar, Brandy, Linnen, Cloth, 
Silks, Salt, Paper, or any Manufactures 


made " or mix d with Silk, Thread, Woot, 
Hair, 


— 


. 
Hair, Gold, Silver, or Leather, being of 
the Growth, Product, and Manufacture of 
any the Dominions of the French King, 
ſhould be imported into any Port or Place 
vithin the Kingdom of E er WT. „ 


TRE Effects of this Act were immediate 
and happy. The raw Wool of England, 
which before was a Drug, in a little time 
roſe 50 per Cent. Spaniſh Wool from 20 
to 28 Pence per Pound Weight; Colcheſter 
Bays from 16 Pence to 2 Shillings the Ell s 
and in a few Years the general Exportation 
of Woollen Goods roſe from 900,000 /. 
Sterl. then, to double that Value; and in 
x699, to no leſs than 2, 932, 292 J. 17's, 6d. 
Sterl.” Dying Wares, whoſe Conſumption 
depends upon the Demand for our Manu- 
factures abroad, roſe alſo upon this Prohibi- 
tion; Cochineal from 15 to 28 Shillings 
per Pound; Indigo-Lahor from 3 s. to 4 5. 
9 4. and Logwood from 13 to 1 9 Shillings 
ce Hundred Weight. 


Dun Ne this flouriſhing State of our 
Commerce, Murmurs, and Complaints 
ceas d, 
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(598) 
ecasd, Rents advanced, and Induſtry. mect- 
ing with its Reward, new ManufaQures 
were daily ſet up, and Buſineſs in general 
carried on with vivacity. The Poor found 
Imployment, the Gentleman, the Farmer, 
the Merchant and Manufacturer all ſhar d 
the common Benefit. 


Tn this Act was the Source of ſo many 
Bleſſings to the Nation, it was nevertheleſs 
in the firſt Vear of the Reign of James. II. 
repeal d, and then French Goods of all 


ſorts and in prodigious Quantities were 
pour d into the Kingdom, even to the Value 


of 4. Millions Srerl. in le than three 
Years, . as appear d by the Entries at the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, beſides what was run, 
which perhaps was as much more. This 
Inundation of French Commodities renew d 
all the Evils formerly complain d of, and 
threatned the Total Ruin of the Trade and 


Manufactures of the Kingdom. 


HAPPILY for « Eels (happily indeed 
on many accounts) the Revolution took 


* in 16 88, and Commerce with France 
was 


(99) 
was oc prohibited by the 1 V and N. 
cap. 34. C. 1. This Act was made more 
effectual by the 2 M. and. M. cap. 14. . 2. 
and continued by the 4th and 5th. of V. 
and M. cap. 25. to the end of the War. 
B ESI DES thoſe prohibitory Acts which 
were only temporary, there were others that 
had a very happy Influence upon our Trade, 
and were perpetual. Such as the ſeveral 
Acts for preventing the running of Wool, 
and for the greater Encouragement of the 
Woollen Manufacture; but eſpecially the 7 
and 8 of W. 3. cap. 20. for laying an 
additional Duty on all French Goods, vis. 
25 l. per Tun on Wine, 15 J. per Tun on 
Vinegar, and 25 per Cent, ad valorem up- 
on all other Goods and Manufactures. 
THERE were palſsd in the ſame, Reign 
other Acts of a more limited View, that like- 
wiſe produced very good Effects. The 5 
of M. and M. capi 3. for encouraging the 
Importation of fine Italian, Sicilian, and 
Naples thrown Silk; and the 8 of M. 3. 


cap. 36. for encouraging the Silk Manu- 


facture within the Realm, and for the better | 
preventing the Importation of the fame. 


In the Preamble ro this Act, it is ſaid that 
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the dies and Luſtrings (the Silks then 
in faſhion) conſumed by his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, till of late Years were imported from 


Foreign Parts, but. are now manufaQured 


at-home to as great Perfection as in any 
other Country. This is a ſudden Progreſs 
indecd, and a noble Teſtimony of the 


Wiſdom of ſuch Laws. 


By the 9 and 10 of V. 3. cap. 30. the 
Pound Weight (16 9z.) of Foreign wrought 
Silks imported, inſtead of 40 Shillings, was 
for the future to be valued at 44. by which 


the Subſidies, &c. payable. on thoſe Com- 
modities were doubled. 


BESID ES the many good Laws paſs'd ; in 
this Reign, we obtain d in the beginning of 
the next (anno 1703) by the Management 
and Addreſs of Mr. Methuen, at the Court 
of Lisbon, that moſt beneficial Treaty of 
Commerce with Portugal, which has been 
a Mine of Gold to this Kingdom ever fince. . 

To theſe Laws, to this Treaty we owe 
the Preſervation and Increaſe of our Manu- 
factures, Shipping, and Trade; in Proof of 


which I will here add an * Account of our 
| general 


* This Account is taken from the grſt and ſecond 
Re L of Dr. Paverant, tie Inſpector Gencral. Fi id. 
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general Trade at two different Periods of 
time: One, when England had an open 
Trade with France, and conſum d ſuch in- 
credible Quantities of the Goods and Mer- 
chandize of that Country. The other, when 
the Goods of France were prohibited or 
loaded with ſuch Duties as amounted to a 
Prohibition. 


— 


At Period. . 


„ s: d. 
Anno 1662, the ge- ; 
neral Imports amount- 4, 016,19 05 oo 
ed to — — 
Ihe general Exports to 2,02 2 8 12 Ty o 


— 


— 
— a. AAR — —_— 


The Ballance againſt us 1,993,207 Of oo 


—ͤ —-—V— — — 


Anno 1668, the ge- | 
neral Imports amount- (4, 196, 1 Ry I - 00 
ed to — 
The general Exports to 2 ,063, 274 1 9 00. 


— 


——— 


1 he Ballanee againſtus 2,132,864 18 00' 


— — oro t—_— 


I 2 Second 


642 


Second Period. 180 I 19 
Anno 1699, the ge-) . . 4. 


neral Exports amount- 6,788, 166 1 75 N 


ed o rior 


The general Imports, 5 640,506 o 299% 


Vallance i in our Favour I 147,660 10 00 
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Anno 1703, the ge- 
neral Exports amount- ſ 6 644,103. oo oo 


1 
z 


"Cd tosvu⁊ p 


The general Imports 4 526,579 11 * 


Ballancei In our Favius 2,117, 72 3 08 105 


.. 


By this Account it appears that tlie an- 
nual Exports in the ſecond Period, exceed 
the annual Exports of the firſt by 4, 67 3,091. 


75. z d. at a medium. 


Fh ar the general Ballance of Trade! in- 
ſtcad of being 2,063,036 J. 15. againſt us, 
at a Medium each Year of the firſt Period, 
is no leſs than 1,632,591 J. 19 s. 94.3 in 
our Favour each Year of the ſecond. Theſe 
two Ballances ſhow that our general Trade 
was 3,695,528 J. O. 94.3 per Annum, 
more to our Advantagc in the ſecond Period 
than in the firſt. Now if it is conſider'd 


that whatever England has got, France has 
loſt 


0 63 y | 
loſt; wen the great Variation in tlie Trade of 
France with Ei 4 and Holland caſts 


to be ſurpriſing; 


I 115 # 4-4 BOWS 


FRO theſe Pak ra dE 
elRoa may be faiflydrawn—Upotia Probi. 
bit ion of Trade with France, or ſack high 
Duties as ſhall effectually exclude het Manu- 
factures, depend the very Being and Proſperity 
of our own. If Tam miſtaken in this, Tam 
ready upon Conviction to retract: in the mean 
time it becomes me to be modeſt'; for to be 
ſure the Point was not ſo clear about thirty 
| Years ago, when the Merits of the celebra- 
ted Treaty of Commerce with France vere 
debated in that Aﬀernbly, of which you arc 
now a Member, Then, as I have heard, 
Opinions were pretty equally divided about 
ir. If that Treaty was exploded as De- 
ſtructive and Pernicious, and violently op- 
poſed for that reaſon by ſome untoward 
People on one hand, the great Advantages 
ſtipulated by it to Britain, were much in- 
ſiſted upon, and no leſs gloried in on the 
other, by ſome eminent Patriots (thank 


Soc) ſtill living, and as much diſtinguiſh' d 


as ever they were by their enlarged and libe- 
ral Principles of Religion and Government. 
" lk Thoſe 


Tho men uſual freedom | 
of: -Thoughe: reaſon(d.;thas, \ and. reainly 
reaſon d well—All Exch care nn 
natural Right, and Tab en in Com. 
mies only narrow its Channel; thetefots 
che Trade ol Great. An ought to be 
ee 45 Broad B „ 
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Fee, f have all. along had regard, to the 
'þ Value of the Livre at the time, which is dif- 
bl. ferent at different times according to the 


1 d Muster of Livres the Mark of Gold and Sik - 
i ex is coin d into. At prefent the French 
| = nere 30 in theM f PR = 1 
\ = far 24 Livres, weighs: 126 Grains {inept 
and is intrinſically worth-no- more than 
20 shillings and 6 Pence Sterl. [x at; 
1 4 Tax, French Crown (Ecu) of ſis Livres £ 
| eighs 41 7-4:699. Grains Troy of Standard | 
|. 88 Silver, and its intrinſick Value in Engl ih 
8 Money 4 Shillings and 20 Pence Fartking- 
mw Tae Livre then; conſiderd a8 of a 
8 Lewidor, is equivalent to ĩo Pence Farthing,. 
| SER and $966 of a Cram to 9 Pence et re 


